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Criminal Justice Decision-Making Process
According to the article, criminal justice policy research aims to assess and analyze crime and then formulate strategies on how to mitigate it. Research plays a very crucial role in the entire process of policymaking. To accomplish its mandate, criminal justice policy researchers engage with the national, state, international, and local authorities to encourage the use of thorough analysis and scientific research to guide and update criminal justice policy (Garrison, 2009). Arthur H. Garrison's article, "The Influence of Research on Criminal Justice Policy Making," provides a comprehensive breakdown on the criminal justice decision-making process. In addition, the article provides accurate guides on how researchers in criminal justice can make their operations relevant, objective, valid and reliable (Garrison, 2009).
To begin with, I utterly agree with Garrison that criminal justice policy is an entity founded on ethics.  In a democratic society, justice entails fairness to individual rights, both in natural and legal aspects. Garrison asserts that the policy should be based on individual's responsibilities coupled with the moral issues of right or wrong. In the initial phase, the formulation of the policy entails engaging moral, ideological and political assumptions (Garrison, 2009). As the author asserts, the policy decision-making process entails active vertical and horizontal powers. This implies that other factors influence the policies makers. To make the right decisions, the policymakers must thoroughly understand the politics of all the agencies involved in the decision-making process. 
In additions to political and moral assumptions, research plays a supportive role in the overall decision-making process. Garrison states that criminal justice experts and researchers who have critical knowledge in matters of decision making profoundly influence decisions in meeting the needs of policymakers (Garrison, 2009). Usually, the process of making the law is an intricate process which requires substantial content or information. To conclude, it is my conviction that Garrison's article is comprehensive in describing the criminal justice decision-making process as well as the role of research in the policymaking.
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